
Finning is committed to partnering with its customers on solutions 
that improve their business performance. In support of its 
Digital Finning strategic priority, a big focus for Finning has been 
to improve its ability to collect, source and optimize data from 
equipment to achieve better business outcomes for its customers 
and itself.

Two years ago, the global Finning Digital division was formed with 
the goal of connecting data and technology to better its customer 
outcomes and experiences. Its team is pursuing these specific 
short- and longer-term initiatives:

1.  Improve business operations by creating a single data 
platform to utilize extensive amounts of under-used data.

2.  Build apps and predictive machine learning models to 
improve maintenance of Finning’s heavy equipment fleet.

The sheer amount of incoming data requires additional digital 
capabilities to ingest and curate data – even before starting any 
analysis and use case development. Progress will take shape  
in stages.
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Finning International Selects Qubole to 
Help Make Data Operations Easier, More 
Convenient and More Cost-effective

About Finning International

Founded in 1933, Finning International 
ranks #1 as the largest global distributor 
of Caterpillar equipment and services. The 
company focuses on cost and operational 
efficiency solutions for their customers and 
operates in Canada, South America, and the 
UK & Ireland.  

Finning Digital is a specialized global 
division within Finning committed to 
providing customers with solutions that 
improve their business by integrating deep 
industry expertise with digital technologies. 
The division provides technology-based 
solutions that support the Finning business 
as it partners with customers on ways to 
improve the safety, health and productivity 
of their operations, while managing costs.
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About Qubole 

Qubole is revolutionizing the way companies activate their data – the process of putting data into active use across their 
organizations. With Qubole’s cloud-native big data platform, companies exponentially activate petabytes of data faster, for 
everyone and any use case, while continuously lowering costs. Qubole overcomes the challenges of expanding users, use 
cases, and variety and volume of data while constrained by limited budgets and a global shortage of big data skills. Qubole 
offers the only platform that delivers freedom of choice, eliminating legacy lock in – use any engine, any tool, and any cloud 
to match your company’s needs. Qubole investors include CRV, Harmony Partners, IVP, Lightspeed Venture Partners,  
Norwest Venture Partners, and Singtel Innov8. 

For more information visit www.qubole.com.
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Unifying Finning Data
Finning funded a key initiative to build out a data platform that can 
procure, curate, clean and make data available to other initiatives 
within the company.   

Over time, Finning Digital’s team of analysts and data scientists 
applied Qubole in managing Finning’s growing volumes of high-
frequency data that would require additional capabilities from its 
cloud infrastructure. 

Qubole makes cloud-based cluster computing much easier for 
Finning’s data scientists, and offers a cost-saving benefit by cutting 
administrative overhead through its workload-aware auto scaling and cluster management capabilities.
 
Senior Data Architect Sarb Sankaria cites its automated cluster management features that significantly cut down how 
often his team must manually shut down clusters and bring them back up for updates. There is also autonomy in serving 
all types of users for all types of use cases, that can scale up or down. Sarkaria also pinpoints convenience as the reason 
for selecting Qubole - namely, the convenience of a single platform where all users can share their information.

Qubole’s full support for Microsoft Azure enables Finning to manage data operations more easily and autoscale up 
massively as required.

With Qubole we can help teams 

do their job more easily. We can 

help make it a simpler process to 

automate and improve the quality 

of the insights they generate.”

“
Sarb Sarkaria
Senior Data Architect, Finning International
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